
Dianna McFarland Ballein
July 22, 1953 - July 21, 2022

Dianna Lee McFarland Ballein, 68 years of age, of Lake Waynoka, Ohio,
passed away on Thursday, July 21, 2022, at the Hospice of Central Ohio at
the Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, in Columbus, Ohio, after a
two-month fight against an aggressive acute myeloid leukemia (AML). 
Dianna was born in West Union, Ohio, on July 22, 1953, the only daughter of
the late John Paul and Olive (Savage) McFarland. She grew up in Peebles, in
the Turkey Creek area. Dianna had many close family members; her favorites
included her cousin, Brenda McFarland Brown, and her aunt, Rachel Savage
Hite. She loved animals, especially her horses, which she raised and showed.
After graduating from Peebles High School, Dianna earned her associate
degree from Southern State Community College. She enjoyed her work for
several counties in developmental disabilities services and retired from
Clermont County Developmental Disabilities after 35 years. Over the years of
work, she met many wonderful people, became a "mother" figure to many, and
never knew a stranger. 
Dianna's greatest joy was being a mother and a nanny. She was a kind, gentle
mother, and a wonderful listener. She instilled hard-working values in her
children, teaching them to be respectful and to always keep God in their lives.
She adored her grandchildren. She was always there for each of them, never
missing their events and being their biggest fan. Dianna brought joy, energy,
life, and laughter to those around her. She loved spending time with her
family, especially on holidays and birthdays. She was the life of every holiday,



especially Christmas. Some of her favorite things at Christmas were going out
to cut her Christmas tree and preparing a special holiday feast for family and
friends. 
Dianna is survived by her daughters, Stephanie (Chris) Toller, of Lynchburg;
and Charissa Gardner, of Peebles; and by her son, Charlie (Laurie) Gardner,
of Lake Waynoka. Dianna will be missed by her eight grandchildren, Caleb
(Sara) Toller, Daniel (Keyara) Toller, Jacob Toller, Nathan (Courtney) Toller,
Carrington McGlothin, Shauntel (Brad) McKibbin, Olivia Gardner, and Andrew
Wilson, and her two great-grandchildren, Owen and Harper. She leaves many
aunts and uncles, cousins, friends, and especially her two cats, Sam and
Abby. She was preceded by her parents, her stepfather, Oades Satterfield;
her maternal grandparents, Charles and Grace Savage; and her paternal
grandparents, John and Freda McFarland. 
The family is planning a memorial service to be held on Saturday, July 30,
2022, at the Peebles Church of God, 6346 Steam Furnace Road, Peebles,
Ohio, with visitation from 3:00 pm until 4:00 pm. Following the visitation, a
Celebration of Life dinner will be held from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm in the church
fellowship hall. The family invites everyone to attend. 
Dianna's final resting place will be at the Evergreen Cemetery, on Steam
Furnace Road, in Peebles, Ohio. A private family interment is planned for a
later date. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made in
Dianna's name to either the Clermont County Developmental Disabilities,
2040 US Route 50, Batavia, Ohio 45103, or to the Brown County Humane
Society, PO Box 228, Georgetown, Ohio 45121. 
Funeral arrangements are being handled by the Wallace-Thompson Funeral
Home. Please visit us at www.wallacethompsonfuneralhomes.com to leave
words of comfort for the family in our online guestbook.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JUL 30. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Peebles Church of God
6346 Steam Furnace Road
Peebles, OH 45660

Celebration of Life

JUL 30. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Peebles Church of God
6346 Steam Furnace Road
Peebles, OH 45660



Tribute Wall

JH

Jean Huff - July 22, 2022 at 02:51 PM

Dianna and I became very close friends while she was living across
the street from me. We had many laughs and did several trips to get
away from the daily humdrum of life. I was already retired before we
met. She was still working. She would call me for advice often but
mostly she did not take my advice. We decided that it would be fun
to take a trip across the U.S. just the two of us. We ended up at Mt.
Rushmore in Keystone S.D. What a tour that was. She had brought
a GPS device thinking we may get lost. However I took The Rand
McNally Road Atlas. She would always ask me where we were as
the GPS does not work real well in many places out West. I did
most of the driving so I would ask her where she wanted to go. We
stopped many times for both to see very natural views and very
rugged places. She said she could not read a map, which I did not
believe until we got into Yellowstone and went around the one 
place 3 times and so ask to use the Atlas to get us out of a circle.
How we did laugh that time. It was amazing how well we got along
most of the 

 time. I will always also remember the birthday, weddings, and
graduations that I spent the day with her family. She was so proud
of her grandchildren and her adult children. She will be greatly
missed by me. 

 Her devoted friend, Jean Huff

JB
Jacki Burgess Browning - July 22, 2022 at 07:07 PM

My condolences to the ENTIRE family esp.my childhood friend Dee
Gardener Kramer and all Three of her childrem

JW
Jeremy Wunsch - July 23, 2022 at 08:54 AM

RIP McBalline, feisty old broad. Keep on smiling, we'll meet again.



MN

Mary Lucetta Newman - July 28, 2022 at 07:35 AM

I remember Dianna as a lady who loved to laugh and whom you loved
to be around cause she was soooo much fun. She was always an
encouragement to me and made me feel good about myself. She was
a great person. I dearly loved Dianna.


